THE ROLE OF THE AMHERST SOCCER ASSOCIATION TRAVEL PARENT

To have a successful program, there must be understanding and cooperation among parents, players, and coaches.  Your child’s progress will depend, to a great extent, on this triangular relationship.  With this in mind, ASA, asks you to consider this section as your family joins or returns to the Amherst Soccer Association. 
YOU CAN HELP YOUR ASA CHILD.  Supply plenty of love, recognition, support and encouragement.  This allows your child to be confident, enjoy soccer more, and perform better in training and competition.  Support your child unconditionally; do not withdraw love when your child performs poorly.
SUPPORT THE COACHES.  A player develops best when he or she trusts and respects the coach.  The coach’s job is to motivate, teach, and constructively criticize each player’s performance.  Please recognize that our coaches use their experience to best develop each player.  Your child will probably try many different positions throughout his or her career. ASA’s first concern is for the long term development of your child’s soccer skills under pressure, and there will be times players are instructed to do things parents do not understand.

·     Player and team development will be given a greater priority than winning.
·     Encourage your child to talk with the coaches, “taking responsibilities”, whether about playing difficulties or missing a practice, match, etc.
COMMUNICATE THROUGH YOUR TEAM MANAGER.  Remember, there is a time and place for everything.  If you need information or wish to ask questions concerning team management or coaching decisions, please contact the team manger to obtain the information or to arrange a meeting or to talk with the coach at an appropriate private time.  Concerns or criticisms are welcome, but should be expressed away from training sessions and games.
SUPPORT OUR CLUB; FULFILL YOUR AIM TOURNAMENT COMMITMENT. The AIM tournament is the only and a large fundraiser of our soccer association.  All parents of ASA travel players are expected to support the club by fulfilling the job that is assigned to their child’s team during the tournament. The team parents are also expected to meet the AIM team fundraising requirement.    
ATTEND TRAINING AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE.  You are encouraged to observe your child and to learn more about soccer.   While parents are not allowed on the field during training, a good view can generally be found from the sidelines or in the stands
YOU CAN HELP IMPROVE YOUR CHILDS SOCCER SKILLS.  As a parent you can play a very important role in the soccer development of your child. Make sure your child attends every practice session and practices away from the team, watches the soccer on TV and attend local club, college or pro games. Also encourage good nutrition and fitness habits. And help your children to fully honor their commitment to the team and the club, which is to attend at least 75% of all team activities throughout the year.
THERE WILL BE NO COACHING OR REFEREEING.  No matter how good your intentions are, we insist there be no shouting instructions to your child or yelling (complaining) to the referees during games.

·     Let the coach run the team.  Attempting to coach or instruct your child from the sideline is distracting and counterproductive for the player.

·     Your vocal support and positive encouragement are welcome throughout good soccer play.

·     The Amherst Soccer Association insists that the voice of coach be the only voice at all games or training.
UPHOLD YOUR COMMITMENTS

·        Foster an environment for academic excellence and good sportsmanship

·        Fulfill your financial commitments on time
·        Support and maintain ASA’s philosophy on youth soccer
After reading please sign and date and return to the Head Coach of your child’s team.

Parents Name; _________________________________________________________________
Parents Signature; ______________________________________________________________

Date; ________________________________________________________________________

